PorthIio Ethan Sol Leach

Architectural designer with a passion for experiential, sustainable, and
socially responsive design. Interested in projects that strengthen
community and integrate context, culture, and ecology. First-Class BA and
Distinction MArch from UCA, with professional experience in both
architectural practice and mechanical design engineering.

RIBA Part Il
(+44)7542 455 464
eth.leach@gmail.com

www.ethanleach.co.uk


https://www.ethanleach.co.uk

EDUCATION

+  Masters: Architecture (distinction)
University for the Creative Arts, Canterbury
206 - 2021

+  Bachelors (Hens): Architecture {first)
University for the Creative Arts, Canterbury
2014 - 207

«  HWC: CAD & Animation
University of Greenwich

2008 - 20711

ACHIEVEMENTS

+ Budio Prize for Exeallence in Architectural
Design
2015 - 2020

«  Participant in Future Spaces Foundation Design
Competition, Social Places vs Social Media
2019

= Part of Winning Team, Communal Catalyst
2me

+  Stage 2 Convenor Prize
2Me

+«  Part of Winning Team, AlA Student Charrette
2016

SKILLS + SOFTWARE

«  Drafting - Revit, AutcCAD, SolidWorks, Inventar,
TurbaCaAD, Hand Drawing

*  Visualigation - Rhina, Brazil, 3035 Max, Affinity
Suite, Adobe Suite, the GIMF, Freehand
rendering, SketchlUp

+  Presentation - Physical Model Making, Graphic
Design, agramming. InCesign

*  Principles - Passivhaus, Sustainability,
Accessibility

* Research - Academic, Scientific, Material
Selection

«  Operating Systems - Windows, Debian/Linux,
Mac

«  Other Software - Microsoft Office, DpenDffice,
Premier Pro, Audacity, Affinity Suite, Adobe Suite

+  Other Skills - Grasshopper, PHE, HTML, C33,
Environmental Storytelling, Mative Species
Selection

PROFILE

Meticulous and adaptable designer with experience as
a Part 1 Architectural Assistant producing drawings,
reports, and design packages in practice. Passionate
about sustainable, comtext-driven architecture and
callaborative design. Strong technical skills in digital
and physical modelling, with a particular interest in
accessible residential and community-focused
projects.

As an outsider, | see things from a different place to
many of my peers, and connect with people and

 contexts in different ways. | am interested in

empowering people through architecture, in
collaborative autonomies, palimpsests, renewal rather
than sprawl, systemic change, in offering autarkic
rather than autocratic solutions to issues facing people
and the spaces we exist in; different kinds of living,
different kinds of family.

EXPERIENCE

Stay at Home Parent

2022 -2025
Organised, multi-tasked, and developed strong
problem-solving and communicatian skills.

Clague Architects LLP - Part 1 Architectural Assistant

2007 -2018

«  Produced planning and design drawings for resi,
refurb, mixed-use, school, and lab projects.

Supported senior architects in delivering reports,
diagrams, and presentation material.

+  Gained practical knowledge of RIBA stages and
coordinaticn with consultants and client.

Harry Levy Amusements - Mechanical Design Engineer

2007 - 2013
Designed and prototyped cabinet and mechanical
components using CAD and 3D modelling.
Produced assembly drawings, technical manuals,
and managed supplier research

Ceveloped automated systermn to manage WEEE data
submizsions.

Other Roles (pre-2007)
Dffice Administrator — Completecares (Scotland) Ltd,
Scottish Churches Housing Action.
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2021 “Manston Murmurations”
Theme:  SYN City - Sonic Landscapes
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Conceptual Construction Diagram Negotiations{Co nteXtations/Guidance
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Micro Parcels, Not Zones

A Kit of Parts - Existing/Adapted Rules Community Forum/Collaborative Autonomy




Planning ‘47 -> Now

MACRO ZONING

RULES AND RESTRICTIONS;
WHAT YOU CAN'T DO

STATIC AREAS

Y AUTOCRATIC

HIERARCHICAL

MGRET RavEL TiliE

SEPARATION OF FUNCTIOMS

CEPARATION OF RES T WOk PLay

Planning is Dead: Long Live Planning //
Masterplanning Without A Master Plan
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IncrémentalBmergence: T+5y

IncrementalPBmergence: T+10y

Community-Led, Collaborative Autonomy
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MEGOTIABLE

MURMURATION
MODES I HETWORK OF AMCHOR POINTS

EMERGENT PATTERNS

Micro ZoMING

GUIDELINES + ENCOURAGEMENT,;
WHAT YOU CAN DO

AUTARKIC

LESS TRAVEL TiME

FLEXIELE/BLURRED ARESS

COMMUNAL
COLLABORATIVE AUTONOMY

IncrémentalBmergence: T+20y




B " This project began with a forensic mapping of the site, tracing desire
o lines, erosion, repair works, and other marks of use. These
Y - overlapping traces became a loose guiding framework — an
4 ki alternative to a strict masterplan — and a way to test collaborative

' _':?'";:'_"“ autonomy at a larger scale. | kept returning to themes of space and
sound as endlessly variable fields, capable of being transformed
without losing their essence. The site emerged as a layered,
collaborative landscape of dividual identities, shaped across time.
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Lefebvre’s right to difference (often overshadowed by the right to the city)
challenges the homogenisation of the urban, proposing that pursuing it can
renew centrality, society, and living spaces. Differential spaces, privileging
inclusiveness and use-value over exchange-value, offer ways to reconnect
the fractured rhythms of social life.

Mest tested these ideas through the interrogation of the nuclear-family
home, exposing it as a hierarchical model ill-suited to flatshares or

alternative households. Inste ad, the project proposed a co-living framework

for chosen families, dE._anPd around permeability, accessibility, and
diverse forms of privacy. Nooks and thresholds acted as tools to both
pierce and reinforce boundaries, enabling homes that could become
lifelong chosen-family dwellings.

Against the backdrop of London's overcrowded housing crisis, Nest argued
for an equitable approach to residential design, rejecting the 1950s ideal of
home as hierarchical retreat, and reimagining housing—and society itself—

as open, permeable, and diverse.
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“Gradual Place”

Archival Skin

2015
Theme:
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Gradual Place represents my earliest foray into questions of materiality, temporality, and
architectural representation. As an early project, it marked the beginnings of trajectories
that continue to shape my work: hands-on experimentation, forensic readings of site,
attention to temporality, and design concerned not only with people but with the wider
environment.

Conceptually, the project reimagined space not as a finished object but as a gradual,
emergent process. Drawing on the early seeds of collaborative autonomy and urban
layering, it explored how environments evolve incrementally through traces,
negotiations, and use. This was expressed through a strategy of retaining and
repurposing the site's past while enabling new growth, embodied in the idea of an
archival skin. Moss was cultivated on pervious concrete panels, greening both
structures and surfaces while also serving as insulation in habitable spaces. To refine
this material approach, | cast and tested multiple panels myself, adjusting mixes and
porosity until reaching a balance of strength, permeability, and habitability for the moss.

At the site scale, the pilings from a previous failed development were deliberately
retained, transforming remnants of failure into anchors of continuity within a new,
gradually emergent landscape.
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Standing Seam Plan Showing Bay Key Bay Type 1 Typical Segment (On Face View) _Bay Type 2 Typical Segment (On Face View) _Bay Type 3 Typical Segment (On Face View) Bay Type 4 Typical Segment (On Face View]

“Primary School Roof” @ Clague LLP

Used my experience with complicated ‘curved’ shape modelling from my
prior career to model and draw the inner, lower portion of this horse-shoe
shaped roof as a set of standing seam panels in Revit.
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“Retirement Village Stairs” @ Clague LLP
| had to pick up SketchUp really quickly to produce these two options for a were the models and views | put together based on their descriptions and
the existing layouts. Only the stairwell and its associated details are my

large staircase for the client, who was developing a big retirement village.

They wanted to see how it would look connecting in different ways. These work.
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“Church ” @ Clague LLP

For this renovation and extension of an existing church, | modelled the
original design in Revit based on the survey data and existing plans. We
went through a revision on this project, as the client wanted to try to get

more space for a cleaner, more organised internal layout with more

possible applications without losing too much of the original.
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ACCESS-MAINTENANCE

| worked on several stages of this project, creating the access &
maintenance drawings, room plans and elevations, and a bespoke (and

BIM-compliant) set of room data sheets.
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Ground Fioor Plan
“Cliffsend Skinny House” (@ Clague LLP
This semi-detatched house was a demo+rebuild to allow for an access challenge of fitting everything in and getting natural light in every room. |
road to four new properties in the former rear garden. | was given a fairly flipped the usual ordering of GF plans to suit the more contemporary

basic brief (2b3p), similar to original, follow adjoining profile. | enjoyed the approach of having the kitchen in the front.




Outside of architecture, | enjoy
poetry, model making, learning new
skills (digital oil painting, for
example), and exploring light,
shadow, and materiality through
photography.

These practices feed back into my
architectural work, refining my
processes and perception.




